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The term 'tribulation' often arises when discussing end times, and it is a concept that carries significant weight 
and implications. The tribulation represents a future seven-year period during which God completes His 
disciplining of Israel and finalizes judgement upon the non-believing world. It is a period expected to be 
notably absent of the church, which will have been removed from the Earth in the event known as the rapture (1 
Thessalonians 4:13—18; 1 Corinthians 15:51—53). This removal is an act of salvation, rescuing the church from the 


foretold wrath (1 Thessalonians 5:9). 


The tribulation is referenced in various scriptures as a time of distress or trouble. Deuteronomy 4:30 refers to a 
time of tribulation; Matthew 24:21 talks of the 'great tribulation’ which is the intensification of the latter half of 
the seven-year period. Danie! 12:1 mentions ‘a time of distress, and Jeremiah 30:/ refers to it as ‘the time of 
Jacob's trouble’. In Zephaniah 1:15—16, the tribulation is described as a day of wrath, distress, anguish, ruin, 


darkness, gloom, clouds, blackness, trumpets, and battle cries. 


Another significant reference to the tribulation is found in Danie! 7:25 where it is foretold that the ruler will 
oppress God's people for a period termed as "a time, times, and half a time," representing a total of 3.5 years. 
This time of oppression against the Jews, also depicted in Revelation 13:5-/, is part of the 'great tribulation,' the 
latter half of the seven-year tribulation when the beast, or the Antichrist, will be in power. 

Further insight into the timing of events in the tribulation is found in Revelation 11:2—3, which speaks of 1,260 
days and 42 months (both equating to 3.5 years, using the “prophetic year” of 360 days). Danie! 12:11—12 also 
speaks of 1,290 days and 1,335 days from the midpoint of the tribulation. The additional days in Danie! 12 might 
include the post-tribulation time for the judgement of the nations (Matthew 25:31—46) and the establishment of 


Christ’s millennial Kingdom (Revelation 20:4—6). 


The tribulation is prophesied to be characterized by divine judgments, celestial disturbances, natural disasters, 
and severe plagues (Revelation 6—16). Despite the severity of these occurrences, God's mercy is evident in 
setting a limit to the tribulation's duration, as Jesus points out in Mark 13:19—20, emphasizing the unparalleled 


distress of these days and the divine intervention that ensures survival. 


Understanding the purpose and timeline of the tribulation brings clarity to its significance. Danie! 9:24—27 
outlines this, soeaking of /O weeks declared against the Jews. It denotes a period wherein God aims to finish 
transgression, put an end to sin, atone for wickedness, inaugurate everlasting righteousness, seal vision and 
prophecy, and anoint the most holy. These 70 weeks equate to 490 years. Following the decree to rebuild 
Jerusalem, the Messiah is said to be cut off after 69 weeks (483 years), leaving one seven-year period (the 


tribulation) to fulfil the purposes outlined in Danie! 9:24. 


Daniel 9:27 provides insights into the tribulation, mentioning a ruler who will confirm a covenant for one 'seven' 
(seven-year period). Halfway through, he will cease sacrifices and offerings and set up an abomination causing 
desolation. This ruler is referred to as ‘the beast’ in Revelation 13, and it is indicated that the covenant will last 


seven years. 


In the current global geopolitical climate and considering the signs of time, as Christians, we need to be on 
Standby for the Rapture. The tribulation's looming reality should prompt us to live in preparedness and constant 


watchfulness, fully aware that our redemption draws near. 


In conclusion, the tribulation is the seven-year period in the end times in which humanity’s decadence and 
depravity will reach its zenith, with God judging accordingly. Also, during that time, Israel will repent of their sin 
and receive Jesus as their Messiah, ushering in a time of great blessing and restoration (Zephaniah 3:9-—20; 
Isaiah 12; 35). 


Related Articles 


e Is the Antichrist Kingdom Already at Work Today? 
¢ How Does Jesus's Return Mirror the Days of Noah? 


e Is the Emerging New World Order Fulfilling Biblical Prophecy? 
e What Is the Mark of the Beast and How Do | Know If | Have It or Not ? 


e Is the Church Rapture Different from the Second Coming of Jesus Christ? 


Further Resources 
¢ Discover Online Ministry Opportunities at Open Christian Ministries (USA) 
e¢ Pursue an Online Christian Degree from Open Christian University (USA) 


e Explore Christian Business Services from the Center for Faith and Work (Rwanda) 
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